
THE INDIAN FESTIVE WEAR GUIDE

A friendly crash course for our Barcelona crew to slay the wedding season in style. 

Don’t stress if you don’t know a lehenga from a saree or a kurta from a bandhgala;
this guide will walk you through what to wear, when to wear it, and how to look

amazing while doing it. 

Note: Sahana may have gotten a little carried away while putting this guide together
and realizes it might feel a bit overwhelming if you’re exploring Indian wear for the first
time. So please don’t stress - there’s absolutely no rule or expectation for you to dress in

Indian attire or a certain way or even to buy clothes and jewellery. The goal is simply to
help you navigate a shop in India, order something online if you wish, or get a sense of

what to wear if you’d like to try Indian clothing just for the experience.

Women’s Wardrobe 101

Lehenga skirt
(heavy embroidery)

Blouse/Top
Dupatta

The dupatta can be styled in many
ways - draped over one shoulder,

wrapped around the neck, or taken
from the back and draped over the
arms. You can also choose to skip it

entirely for a different look.

Simple Lehenga

Lehenga

A Lehenga typically consists of a long, flaired and flowy skirt paired with a cropped blouse
or top, and often a dupatta (scarf). It’s commonly worn for festive occasions such as

weddings, sangeets, and festivals like Diwali.

For wedding or sangeet events, you can opt for an embellished or shimmery lehenga (as
shown on the left), or choose a simpler, solid-coloured version (as shown on the right) - it

all depends on your personal style and comfort.

The saree is a 5-6 metre long
fabric draped over a blouse

and petticoat. 

Front

Shapewear

To get a more shapely and
structured look

Blouse

Back

Saree 
(With embroidery
or prints)

Saree 
(Solid colour)

Sleeveless 
Blouse

Saree

Petticoat

Underskirt

Typically the blouse is
worn on top and the

petticoat at the bottom -
the saree is wrapped

around the petticoat and
then draped over the left

shoulder. 

Usually worn for any kind of cultural or
formal events.

A petticoat (or underskirt) is worn under a saree to provide structure, support, and
coverage. It helps the fabric drape smoothly, adds volume to the silhouette, and
keeps the outfit securely in place. Since sarees can be lightweight or sheer, the

petticoat also ensures modesty and comfort.

It’s often simpler to choose a ready-made, pre-draped saree that you can easily slip
on or wrap around your waist - no complicated draping required. Check out the

Shopping Directory below for options.

Note: It’s best to match the colour of your petticoat with your saree. For instance,
if you’re wearing a light-coloured saree (like pastel/light pink), choose a similar

light-toned petticoat to prevent it from showing through the fabric. However, if
you’re going for a pre-draped saree, most of them already have a built-in petticoat -

so you’re good to go! Still, it’s always best to double-check before you buy.

If you’re looking to explore traditional Indian sarees, check out Kanjeevaram (from
South India), Benarasi (from Varanasi, but a Bengali favourite too), Murshidabad
silk, Tussar, or other handloom sarees - each has its own unique weave and charm.

Dupatta
Salwar

Loose, voluminous
pants with pleats 

Salwar Kameez

Kameez A Salwar Suit is a traditional
Indian outfit made up of three
pieces - a long tunic (kameez),
loose or fitted trousers (salwar
or churidar), and a matching
scarf (dupatta). It’s perfect for
both festive occasions and
everyday wear. 

A Kameez is the upper garment
in a Salwar Kameez set. It’s

typically a long tunic or top,
which can vary in length, fit,

and design - from simple cotton
styles to embroidered or

embellished versions.

The trousers/bottoms of the
Salwar Kameez set.

Types of Salwar Kameez sets

Anarkali Suit Churidar Kameez. Sharara Suit

Palazzo Suit Patiala Suit

A long, flowing
kameez fitted at the
bodice and flares out
from the waist down

Flowy pants

Fitted, tapered
trousers

Flared trousers, paired
with a short or mid-

length kameez.

Necklaces can beautifully
elevate any Indian outfit. You
can go with delicate chains or

pendants or statement chokers,
layered necklaces, or

traditional temple jewellery. 

Jewellery & Accessories

Earrings range from delicate studs and hoops to ornate jhumkas, chandbalis, or
dangling statement pieces. You can pair lighter designs with casual or daytime
looks and save the heavier, embellished styles for weddings or festive events.

Jhumkas

Chandbalis

Hair and head jewellery
adds a regal touch to your

look - from the maang
tikka that rests on the
forehead, to the matha
patti and sheesh phool
that frame the hairline,
and the gajra, a fragrant

string of flowers
traditionally worn around
buns or braids or added

to open hair.

Maang Tikka

Matha Patti

Gajra

Kada Bangle stack

Haathphool

Hand jewellery, especially bangles, adds a touch of elegance and perfectly complements
traditional outfits for any occasion. You can style them in many ways - wear them on one
or both hands, stack them for a festive look, match them with your outfit, choose classic

gold or silver pieces, or keep it simple with a single kada on each wrist.

Note: It’s not necessary to buy new jewellery - you can easily pair your Indian outfit with
pieces you already own or even skip jewellery altogether. If you do choose to accessorise,
you don’t need to wear everything at once - go with what feels right, whether that’s just
earrings, earrings and bangles, or simply a necklace. Also, don’t worry about being “too

dressed up” - there’s no such thing in an Indian wedding.

Shopping Directory

Indian Clothing

1.Sabyasachi- The ultimate name in Indian couture - Sabyasachi is all about luxury,
heirloom fabrics and bold embroidery.

2.Ritu Kumar- Classic, elegant, and full of traditional Indian prints and fabrics. Perfect if
you want something authentic but not too heavy.

3.Anita Dongre- A contemporary heritage label known for its sustainable craftsmanship,
and modern-Indian elegance.

4.Masaba- Fun, bold, and full of colour! Masaba’s pieces mix Indian prints with a cool,
modern twist.

5.Taneira- Focuses on traditional, handwoven sarees from all over India - elegant,
cultural, and beautifully detailed.

6.Fabindia- Super comfortable, natural fabrics. Great for daytime functions or more
relaxed events.

7.Byloom- A Kolkata gem! Beautiful handwoven sarees and fabrics that mix traditional
crafts with a modern touch.

8.Pernia’s Pop-Up Shop- A curated luxury shopping platform for Indian designer wear -
perfect for exploring different styles and easy international ordering or shipping.

9.Kalki Fashion- Glamorous and ready-to-wear. Great for wedding events if you want
something sparkly and festive.

10.Suta Bombay- Modern, lightweight sarees and blouses that are comfortable and easy to
wear.

11.One Minute Saree- Pre-draped sarees that you can literally just slip on - perfect for
beginners!

12.The Lotus Fab- Ready-to-wear, pre-draped sarees that give you the classic saree look.

Jewellery

1.Tribe Amrapalli- Modern take on heirloom Indian jewellery.
2.Kaashnii- Elegant jewellery for a modern look that doesn’t feel too heavy.
3.Rubans- Trendy and budget-friendly fashion jewellery.
4.Kushal’s Fashion Jewellery- Big selection of artificial, silver and statement jewellery.
5. Jaypore- Hand-crafted, artisan jewellery with a more subtle vibe.
6.Nykaa Fashion- A one-stop destination for every kind of jewellery - from everyday

pieces to statement styles for any occasion.

Men’s Wardrobe 101

Kurta

Pajama

Kurta Set

Nehru Jacket

You can style your kurta by layering it
with a Nehru jacket in the same shade for

a coordinated look or choose a
contrasting colour for a bolder touch.

You can also wear a nehru jacket over a
formal shirt.

A kurta is a traditional Indian long shirt or
tunic, usually knee-length and can be paired
with churidar pants (slim-fitted trousers that
taper tightly along the legs) or pajamas (loose,

straight-cut pants).

You can elevate
your outfit by

adding an
embroidered stole
or dupatta, draped
over one or both

shoulders. For
simpler kurtas, go

for a light cotton or
silk stole, while for
sherwanis or formal
occasions, a heavier

embroidered
dupatta or shawl

adds a refined, regal
touch.

Stole/Dupatta

Wide
pants/Pajamas

You can also pair
your long kurtas

with wide pants or
pajamas for a
different look.

Sherwani/Bandhgala

Bandhgala

Sherwani

A sherwani is a long, structured
coat-like garment worn over a

kurta, usually paired with churidar
or slim trousers. It’s richly

embroidered or textured, making it
a popular choice for weddings or
formal evening events. Think of it

as the Indian equivalent of a
tuxedo!

A bandhgala, also known as a Jodhpuri suit,
is a tailored jacket with a closed (band)

collar, often worn with matching trousers.
It’s sleek, sophisticated, and slightly shorter

than a sherwani, ideal for weddings or
receptions.

Churidar

Suits

You can always go for a classic suit - a dinner jacket works perfectly for the sangeet, while a
three-piece suit or one with a tie is ideal for more formal events like the wedding or

reception.

Traditional Kannadiga/Bengali Outfit

Kurta

Dhoti

The dhoti is a long piece of unstitched
fabric (though pre-stitched, easy-to-

wear versions are also available) that’s
wrapped and pleated around the waist
and legs. It usually comes in white, off-

white, or various colours and is
traditionally paired with a Bengali-

style kurta for a classic look.

Panche

A panche is a long piece of
unstitched fabric (also

available in pre-stitched styles),
typically white or ivory, that’s
wrapped around the waist and
paired with a shirt or kurta on

top, which can be in a
contrasting or complementary

colour.

1.Sabyasachi- Think royal embroidery, rich fabrics, and timeless sherwanis - perfect if
you want to go all out traditional.

2.Anita Dongre- Elegant and modern at the same time - bandhgalas, kurtas, and jackets
with a soft, effortless vibe and super comfortable.

3.Fabindia- Easy, breezy, and super comfortable kurtas in cottons and linens. Perfect for
daytime events or if you want a simple, relaxed traditional look.

4.Tasva- Modern Indian menswear - kurtas, sherwanis, and jackets that feel festive but
not over the top.

5.Manyavar- From classic kurtas to statement sherwanis, you’ll find something for every
function here.

6.Kisah- Trendy, colourful, and budget-friendly options for guests. Great if you want
something stylish without going too formal.

Shopping Directory

Indian Clothing

https://sabyasachi.com/
https://www.ritukumar.com/
https://www.anitadongre.com/
https://www.houseofmasaba.com/
https://www.houseofmasaba.com/
https://www.taneira.com/
https://www.fabindia.com/
https://www.fabindia.com/
https://byloomonline.com/
https://www.perniaspopupshop.com/
https://www.kalkifashion.com/
https://suta.in/
https://oneminutesaree.in/
https://thelotusfab.in/?utm_source=google&utm_medium=cpc&utm_term=the%20lotus%20fab&utm_campaign=Brand+-+search&gad_source=1&gad_campaignid=21509151544&gbraid=0AAAAA-CAFUYlBVyCPExxbmALSbbkVkIc7&gclid=CjwKCAiA2svIBhB-EiwARWDPjikNQB1ODbb5Q0JzZQsKnX-LNp_M-8SQKar-4B6BWhpYy7eoCOCAnRoCKAkQAvD_BwE
https://www.tribeamrapali.com/
https://kaashnii.com/
https://rubans.in/
https://www.kushals.com/
https://www.jaypore.com/
https://www.nykaafashion.com/women/jewellery/c/77
https://sabyasachi.com/
https://www.anitadongre.com/
https://www.fabindia.com/
https://www.fabindia.com/
https://www.tasva.com/
https://www.tasva.com/
https://www.manyavar.com/
https://kisah.in/

